TOURISM COMMISSION
OCTOBER 5, 2010
MINUTES
PRESENT:

Chairman Manar, Vera Pratt, Mickey Robinson, Jodie Padgett, Courtney Wood,
Nelson Grman and Debbie Zilm

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. in Chairman Manar's Office.
The Commission discussed the pending application from the Carlinville Christmas Market for a
grant from the Tourism Fund. Debbie Zilrn representing the Christmas Market outlined what the
request would be used for in 2010.
In 2009, the Christmas Market was granted $6,920.67 from the Tourism Fund. The 2010 request
totals $7,073.42. Zilm noted that the Illinois Bureau of Tourism to date has not sent the 2009
grant to the Christmas Market. The grant awarded in 2009 from mOT totals approximately
$4,700.00.
Commission Mickey Robinson felt that the grant application should include more information
regarding the positive effects of the Christmas Market in order to justify future grants from the
County Tourism Commission for any event.
Zilm provided information regarding the local economic impact from the Christmas Market. In
2008, the estimated local tax revenue generated from the Christmas Market was $74,000.00.
After a long discussion, the following motion was made:
MOTION:
Motion was made by Pratt, seconded by Robinson to adjust the
payment of future grants from the Tourism Fund so that 90% of a grant is awarded
at the time of approval of the County Board and 10% of the grant is awarded after
post-event summary data is submitted to the County Board. All in favor, Motion
Carried.
The Commission discussed changing the grant application document.
MOTION:
application

Motion was made by Pratt, seconded by Robinson to amend the grant
to include the following information for a post-event summary:

1. An assessment of the increased sales and customer base at a sample of
restaurants in the immediate area of the event; and
2. A detailed list of vendors and zip codes of where the vendors are located; and
3. An estimated number of visitors at the event and a sample of home zip codes of
the visitors; and
4. An assessment of the economic impact on hotels in the area; and
5. To the extent possible, a listing of the zip codes of hotel guests for the time period
of the event.
All in favor, Motion Carried.
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MOTION:
Motion was made by Robinson, seconded by Pratt to recommend to
the County Board a grant of $7,073.42 from the Tourism Fund to support
advertising for the Carlinville Christmas Market as outlined in the grant
application. All in favor, Motion Carried.
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm.
Minutes prepared on October 8, 2010

By: Chairman Manar

